Lumbar puncture: Overview of Goals

1) Recognize the diagnostic and therapeutic indications for lumbar puncture

2) Name the contraindications to lumbar puncture

3) List the steps for preparation for lumbar puncture, including positioning, landmarks, 

and analgesia

4) Identify the technique for proper lumbar puncture

5) Name the complications associated with this procedure

6) List the common tests performed on CSF and relate results to different disease 

processes

