Thoracentesis: Overview of Goals

1)  Recognize indications for thoracentesis
2)  Name contraindications to thoracentesis
3)  List steps for preparation for thoracentesis
4)  Identify techniques for thoracentesis
5)  Recognize possible fluid analysis tests, and relate these tests to the differential 

diagnosis

6)  Name the complications associated with this procedure and potential ways to avoid 

them
